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EXPERIMENTAL SHIPMENTS OF AVOCADO PEARS TO ENGLAND

by
G, Zauberman

SUMMARY

The condition of 2 shipments of avocado pears of the Ettinger and Fuerte

varieties upon transport to England in non-refrigerated ships, is described in this

report.

The preservation effects of polyethylene liners and various fruit coatings were
studied., It was found that polyethylene-wrapped fruit carried in the holds of non-
refrigerated ships were still firm on arrival at the port of destination, and soften-

ed within 8 to 17 days after removal of the polyethylene covers at the market.

The fruit sent in the s.s. Ethrog arrived in England after 11 days at sea. Al-
though the polyethylene-wrapped fruit was firm upon arrival, spots of rotting were
observed on some fruits, evidently due to the high temperatures which prevailed in
the cartons. This could be ascribed to faulty arrangement of the cartons in the

hold, which prevented sufficient ventilation.

Fruit packed in polyethylene liners sent in s.s. Nethanya arrived in London
firm and healthy, in spite of the prolonged duration of the journey from the port of

departure until arrival at market (21 days).

Coated fruit from both shipments arrived at the marked in an advanced stage of
ripeness with decay spots on the majority of fruits. Only a small percentage of the

fruit was firm and healthy.
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