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THE HULE RICE BORER
Chilotraea sp. (Pyralidae)

By
H.N. Plaut

SUMMARY

Since the first rice growing trials in the Hule area in 1955, stem
borers which caused dead ears, have been observed. Damage increased gradu~
ally until in 1959 about a third of the yield of the 3000 dunams of rice grown
was.lost,.

The author started the investigation of this pest in mid-season 1959.

During the autumn of 1959, moths reared from larvae obtained' from the
rice were sent to London:for indentification. With the kind help of Dr. W.F.
Jepson of the Royal Institute of Science and Technology, the University of
London, the identification by Mr, W.H.T. Tams of the British Museum was ob-
taiped, Mr, Tams found the moths to belong to a new species of the genus
Chilotraea (Kapur), similar to C. bandra.

Some biological data are reported.

The fact that the pest was found on hybrid corn in the field, and
developed well on hybrid corn and hybrid sorghum in the laboratory, seems

worthy - of special attention.
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