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Maladera matrida Argaman ,1986
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Maladera matrida Argaman™ 7MX 70 (1) PR
.(Coleoptera, Scarabaeidae)
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THE BEETLE MALADERA MATRIDA ARGAMAN:
BIOLOGY AND SEARCH FOR CONTROL METHODS
Alla M. Gol'berg!, J. Meisner?, F. Assi’ and K.R.S.
Ascher?

The beetles of Maladera matrida were first recorded in Israel
in 1983 and their population has since increased rapidly. Adult
beetles were collected in many localities in the coastal plain and
in the Negev. The polyphagous beetle feeds voraciously on
leaves and flowers, causing severe damage to several agricul-
tural crops. In addition, the beetles are attracted to houses,
where they annoy and cause discomfort to people. Grubs of the
beetles were responsible for severe damage to sweet potato
tubers in the field and to ornamental plants in pots.

In 1986, beetles were on the wing from mid-April to the
beginning of November. Grubs were present in the soil almost
all year round. In laboratory tests, the pyrethroids decame-
thrin, biphenate and cypermethrin proved effective against the
beetles by topical application; endosulfan was also effective to
Some extent. Three organophosphates were much less toxic.
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