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plum Pox Virus - The causal agent of
the Sharka Disease - current status
:

gara Spiegel, Dept. of Virology, Agricultural Research Organization, the
Volcani Center, Bet Dagan S

Plum pox virus 1S causjng th¢ most destructive viral discase (Known as
Sharka) of Prunus sp. including stone fruit crops, ornamentals and wild
plants. sO far PPV was not detected in Israel. However, the occurrence of
this pathogen in Mediterranean and Middle Eastern countries including the
recent detection of PPV (stain M) in Jordan highlights the threat of PPV to
the Isracli stone fruit growing industry. PPY can cause considerable economic
damage to plums, apricots, peaches and nectarines. in addition to virus-
infected budwood and nursery stock the virus is transmitted in a non -
persistant manner by 20 different aphid species. among which several vectors
are common in the Mediterranean region. Awareness and control measures
including sensitive detection methods of PPV are discussed. S,
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