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OCCURENCE OF THE PREDACIOUS MITE PHYTO-
SEIULUS PERSIMILIS ATHIAS HENRIOT IN BANANA
PLANTATIONS OF ISRAEL INFESTED WITH RED
SPIDER MITES

Y. Izhar', E. Swirski? and M. Wysoki?

The predacious mite Phytoseiulus persimilis Athias Henriot,
which was discovered in large numbers in banana plantations
of the Western Galilee, suppressed the population of the
carmine mite (Tetranychus cinnabarinus Boisd.). Heavy
outbreaks of the pest in banana plantations have been caused
by the drift of pyrethroids applied by aircraft to adjacent

cotton fields.
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