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OBSERVATIONS ON BLIGHT AND DRYING
OF GLADIOLUS LEAVES IN ISRAEL, 1991/2
M. Klein®*, Immy Caspy*, Y. Ben-Dov¥,

A. Cohen** & A. Ion**

Severe silvering and blight of gladiolus leaves were
observed during 1991/92 winter, on plants cultivated in
greenhouses in the coastal plain in Israel. Growers
erroneously assumed that the western flower thrips
(WFT) was the causal agent, and insecticides were
applied accordingly. However, laboratory examuna-
tions proved that the damage was caused by mites,
belonging to an undetermined species. Subsequent
studies were carried out in order to characterize the
symptoms of damage by WFT to gladiolus, and to
distinguish its injury from that caused by mites.

_ .
*Dept. of Entomology and **Dept. of Flower Horticulture,
ARO, The Volcani Center, Bet Dagan, Israel.
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