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SPIDERS IN ISRAEL COTTON FIELDS AND THEIR
| ABILITY TO FEED ON SPODOPTERA LITTORALIS
LARVAE

Fadel Mansour* ‘

The families of spiders from sprayed and uhsprayed cotton
hﬁdds were identified and their presence, abundance and
distribution was determined. Twenty families were found,
Vith three families comprising more than half of the total
umber collected.

It was found that the mean weekly number of spiders per
‘meter of row of unsprayed cotton is 9.58, while in sprayed
ds it is 5.53—5.63. In a biocontrol experiment it was shown

Spiders play an important role in suppressing Spodoptera
»d 'dis lawae. 2 4
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