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SUMMARY

Evaluation of populations of Aonidiella aurantii

in citrus groves by male pheromone traps
baited with live virgin females.

E. XKotter and M. Sternlicht
During the months May through October of 1973, male pheronone
traps baited with live virgin females have been tested for indic-
ation of different levels of red scale populations. Four grape-
fruit plots with different levels of red scale infestation were

chosen for this-purpose in one orchard. The evaluation of the red

scale

population was carried out in each plot of 30 dunams by weekly

counts of male catches and monthly counts of S5Cales found on 400

leaves randomly selected in each experimental plot.

The results of this experiment showed the existence of different

sizes of scale populations in each of the plots, indicated by

different male catbhes and closely resembling counts on leaves.

However different in numbers, fluctuations in male catches during

the season were very similar in all plots, indicating a similar

trend of development. During 1974, catching of males and counting

on leaves was carried out in a similar manner in ten plots of diff-

erent groves in the Jordan Valley. This was extended to twenty

|
different plots in 1975 where omly male traps were used while leaves

branches and fruit counts of scales were limited to four groves only,

AF the end of three years of work with male pheromone traps )
baited with live virgin fﬂmnlﬁu. these traps are used as a part of

& warning system. Sharp increases in male catches alert ocirtus
rrowers Lo inspect their groves and decide wether to spray, In ﬁthir

cases, they may :l.ndid_uta-unutil:t'nutury results of control measures
and the need to investigate their causes., SR TR
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