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THE EFFECT OF TIME OF HARVEST ON FRUIT
RIPENING AND KEEPING QUALITY IN TWO WATER-

MELON CULTIVARS

H. Nerson. Z. Karchi, H.S. Paris, A. Govers, M. Edelstein, D.
Freudenberg* ;

In a field experiment that was conducted in spring 1980 at
Peza'el (Jordan Valley, eastern lIsrael), the effect of harvesl
time on fruit ripeness and keeping quality of "Sugar Baby' and
‘Alena” watermelons was examined. Fruits harvested durnng
the course of ripening (from start of change of flesh from
white to red, onward) continued to ripen In storage, 1.¢. flesh
and seeds continued to develop color. However, soluble solids
content tended to decrease during the beginning of storage
and at the onset of flesh breakdown. As compared with fruits
harvested at later stages of ripening, fruit harvested at earher
stages exhibited increased duration of the ripening period,
longer shelf life, and decreased soluble solids content. The cul-
tivars did not differ significantly with regard to rate of ripe-
ning or keeping quality, but soluble solids content was higher
in ‘Alena’.

« Division of Vegetable Crops, Agricultural Research Orga-
Experiment Station, P.O. Haifa, Israel.
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