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THE EFFECT OF CUTTING BANANA LEAYES AT DIFFERENT
TIMES ON THE NUMBER OF HANDS PER BUNCH

By

M. Gottreich

SUMMARY

In a banana orchard a trial was carried out to determine whether or not bunch
size, as expressed by the number of hands, is determined prior to its morphological

differentiation.

For this prurpose, all the leaves except the four youngest were cut starting on a
certain date. This procedure is known to decrease the number of hands when performed
before differentiation, At nine different dates, at weekly intervals, nine groups of 20

plants each were treated in’this way.

It was found that, if the cutting of leaves started 10 weeks or more before emergence
of the inflorescence, bunches were smaller than the control by one hand. When treatment
was commenced nine weeks or less before flowering, then the number of hands was the same
as in untreated control plants.This result leads to the conclusion that the number of
hands per bunch is fixed at the end of differentiation, and not before. However, it
should be noted that this trial is considered to be: preliminary in nature, and the

conclusions are not final.
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