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The greater date moth, Arenipses (Aphomia) sabella Hamp-
son (Lepidoptera: Pyralidae) generally occurs throughout
the date-growing regions of North Africa, the Middle East
and northern India. In Israel it is found in almost all date-
growing areas, and so far, the date palm is its only known
host. Damage is caused by both the spring and the summer
generations. Larvae of the spring generation infest mainly
tender fronds of young leaves; they feed upon inflorescenc-
es and immature dates, and burrow through their fruit stalks.
The burrows may sometime reach a depth of 10 cm and the
activity of the larvae can be recognized by the presence of
considerable amounts of silken threads with dark brown pel-
lets of frass attached to them. Attacked bunches gradually
wither and degenerate. Larvae of the summer generation
attack mainly the ripe dates; they burrow through the center
of the date bunch, spoiling the entire bunch, which decays.
In most cases, infestation by A. sabella does not require
a specific application of insecticides. Chemical treatments
applied against the date stone beetle, Coccotrypes dactyli-
perda or the lesser date moth, Batrachedra amydraula dur-
ing April-May may also be efficient in preventing damage by
the spring generation of the greater date moth. Likewise,
treatments applied during September-October against other
fruit moths and sap beetles (Nitidulidae), may also reduce
A. sabella population and damage. Covering bunches with
plastic nets, phytosanitation activities, and early harvest in
certain varieties, almost entirely avert the need to use con-
trol measures against the greater date moth.
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