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ON THE KEEPING QUALITY OF NECTARINES
DURING EXPORT BY SEA TO DISTANT PORTS

Susan Lurie, Ruth Ben-Arie, Y. Zuthi, Musia Zeidman and Z
Shoshani*

The keeping quality of Flavortop and Flamekist nectarines
in cold storage at 0°C was examined for 4 weeks, in order to
define the optimum stage of maturity and holding conditions
for export by sea to distant ports. It was found that both
cultivars were susceptible to chilling injury after 3 weeks
storage at 0°C. Fruit picked in the later part of the harvest
season was more susceptible than fruit harvested earlier. The
most prominent type of injury was a reddening of the pulp.
which in some instances was accompanied by slight woolliness
and breakdown. The extent of the disorder was reduced by
delaying cold storage for 24 hours and holding the fruit at
25°C. This treatment increased the softening of Flavortop but
not of Flamekist. A postharvest CaCl, dip did not prevent
increased softening but enhanced reddening and woolliness:
Further reduction in the incidence of these disorders was not
obtained by increasing the temperature during the delay before
cold storage to 35°C (Flavortop) or by intermittent warming
(Flamekist). However, a postharvest dip in the antitranspirant
“Follicote™ appeared to have some beneficial effect on the
internal quality of the fruit. No advantage was observed with
storage at controlled atmospheres (2—3% 0, or4—5% 0, and
2.5 CO)) of Flavortop nectarines, even though their ripening
was f_elardcd. However, Flamekist nectarines showed reduced
woolliness under the same CA conditions, without anY
apparent effect on ripening parameters.
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