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STORAGE DISEASES OF SWEET CORN

NAOMI TEMKIN-GORODEISKI and RIVKA BARKAI-GOLAN *

In the course of trials to extend the storage life of sweet corn, a
survey was made of the rot-causing organisms affecting this vegetable.
No rot was recorded during the 14 days of cold storage (1—20C); hence,
this survey covered the decay organisms developing under shelf-life
conditions (15—200C). Husk rot appeared either as dark spots caused by

Alternaria alternata, Cladosporium herbarum, Aspergillus niger, A. flavus,

Penicillium spp. or Gonatobotrys sp., or as wet rot from which bacteria

and yeast species were isolated. Many of these organisms were accompa-

nied by the fungus Mucor hiemalis.

Kernel rot frequently followed mechanical injury and was caused by all

the above mentioned organisms, as well by Fusarium moniliforme, Fusarium

spp., Trichoderma viride, Cephalosporium sp. and Geotrichum candidum.

Rot which developed on the base rots was characterized either by the

presence of a superficial fungal mycelium or by fungal invasion into inner

tissues.

The undeveloped ear tip served as a medium for various fungi, of which

Fusarium spp., A. alternata, C. herbarum and M. hiemalis were the most

common.

*
NDiv. of Fruit and Vegetahle Storage.
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