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| NETS AS AN OPTICAL BARRIER FOR PROTECTION

| OF TOMATOES FROM WHITEFLY

E. Dayan, I. Zipori, D. Shmuel, Ch. Alekperov

i: and Anat Chausho*

' Greenhouse tomatoes are protected against the whitefly

| (Bemisia tabaci) by closing all the greenhouse’s openings with a

dense net (50 mesh) that forms a mechanical barrier to their

penetration.But the high density of the net causes severe
ventilation problems. We propose a different approach based
on the installation of an optical barrier made of low density
nets that alleviate ventilation problems.

In preliminary experiments Wwe found that the reﬂectance

of nets influences the amount of whiteflies entering the
greenhouse. Highly reflective nets (white or aluminium
coated) provide better protection than others. The'research
has not yet produced field-applicable recommendations, but

preliminary results are encouraging.

* Agricultural Research Organization, Besor Exp. Station
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