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The effectiveness of dibromotetrachloroethane in controlling citrus fruit rots

Report for the year 1961/62

By

Y. Gutter and F. S, Lattar

SUMMARY

Preliminary experiments were carried out to assay the effectiveness of wrappers
impregnated with dibromotetrachloroethane (DBTCE) in controlling decay in Valencia

oranges artificially inoculated with spores of the green mold (Peniciglium digitaggg).
The amounts tested were: 1.1, 3.3, 10.0, and 30.0 mg DBTCE per wrapper of 625 cmz.

These wrappers were compared with plain and biphenyl-impregnated wrappers.

Wrappers containing 30 mg DBTCE reduced the incidence of rotting by 80 - 90% and
their efficiency was comparable with that of biphenyl-impregnated wrappers.

There is a direct correlation between the amount of DBICE in the wrapper and the

decrease in the percentage of rots.
DBICE seems to be consistent in controlling decay over the four-week storage period.
No instances of fruit injury, as a result of the use of this compound, were found.

The offending, eye~irritating odor is a serious drawback and must be alleviated or

avoided before DBTCE can be developed commercially as a successful' decay-controlling compound.
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