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COMPUTERIZED CALCULATIONS FOR FORAGE CROPS
FIRST SET: CROPS FOR FRESH CUTTING (15.XI.77 prices)

’

. A. GOLDMAN*, Y. YANIV**, Y. ZUR™ and M. BARUCH '

SUMMARY ) <

' Due to inflation and changes in technology, updating'of cost calculations for .
cattlé feed is necessary. A computérized setup was devised and organized.to supply
updated cost calculations for sets of cuI;ivation practices involved in growing
the common green f;dder crops in Israel. Thfs setup evaluates and compares different
technolbgical options in terms of the current monetary value of ‘the main outpﬁt .
components . (energy, protein and crude fiber) per unit of the limiting production
factors (watér and land), and also compares, the profitability of fodder crops
to that of cash crops. The information supplied by the computer program may

improve decision-making by extension workers and farmers in planning forage supply

and research workers can use it as a guide in establishing research goals.

Twenty sets of cultivation practices for growing forage crops are included.
Expansion of the computer program to include conserved feeds.(silage and hay) as
well as various organic by-products (straw, manure, etc.) is in.process.

-

*Div. of. Forage Crops and Range Management, ARO; The Volcani Center, Bet Dagan.
**Div. of Statistics and Experiment Design, ARO, The Volcani Center, Bet Dagan.
+Dept, of Economy of Production, Extension Service, haQiriya, Tel Aviv.

Regional Office, Extension Service, Rehovot.



