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POSTHARVEST BEHAVIOUR OF MINEOLA
TANGERINE FRUITS : UNDER VARIOUS STORAGE,
TRANSPORT AND SHELF-LIFE CONDITIONS

E. Cohen*, M. Shuali*, I. Rosenberger* and G. Titelbaum®**

‘Mineola’. fruit is a hybrid of ‘Duncan’ grapefruit and
‘Dancy’ tangerine. The fruit matures early in the season
(January), reaching a large size, it is well shaped with red rind
colour and smooth texture, and is easy to peel. The flesh is
orange, tender, juicy and aromatic, with a rich flavour and
none or only few seeds.

When the fruits reach maturity they must be harvested
within a brief period of a few days or they will deteriorate on
the tree; therefore an operative storage until handling is
necessary. The physiological, chemical and pathological
behaviour of harvested fruits from different growing areas,
stored at various storage temperatures between 2° and 14°C,
following shipping at low temperatures (5°—6°C), and shelf-
life (17°C), was studied.

It was found that the differences in behaviour among the
fruits were due mainly to different stages of maturity. In
general the fruit kept well at all temperatures tested. Only a
littte chilling injury in the form of pitting on the peel was
found in the less mature fruit, stored for 4 weeks at 2°C.
Decay developed subsequently on this fruit.

T

Division of Fruit and Vegetable Storage, Agricultural

Rescarch  Organization, The Volcani Center, Bet Dagan,
Israe),

** Citrs parketing Board of Israel.
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