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Occurrence of the carob moth in pistachio
J. Halperin, ARO, Dept. of Entomology. Ilanot

Abstract

The first record on the occurrence of the
carob moth (Ectomyelois ceratoniae Zell.) in
pistachio (Pistacia vera) was at Sede Boger
(Central Negev) in 1984; later-on it was
recorded in some other plantations. The
moth  develops  several overlapping
generations per vear, mostly in the split nuts
remaining on the tree after harvest. Up to

40% infestation of the non-harvested, split

fruits was recorded. The moth oviposit also
through the emergence hole of the short,
summer  generation of the fruit wasp
Megastigmus  pistaciae  WIk. (Torymidae).
The moths which emerge in August-
September infest the fresh split nuts before
harvest, thereby reducing the crop yield, but
the larvae developping in harvested fruits do
not survive the heat during drying, prior to
storage.



