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THE EFFECT OF ORGANIC MANURE, KNO3 AND COMBINED FERTILIZER ON YIELpg
AND NUTRIENT CONTENT OF BANANA SUCKERS
By
E. Lahav, M. Bareket and D. Zamet
Agricultural Research Organization, The Volcani Center, P.0. Box 6,
Bet Dagan, ISRAEL

A four-year experiment under drip irrigation conditions showed
that optimal yield with desirable flowering time can be achieved only
by giving applications of both KNO3 and organic manure.

Mineral analysis of the suckers gave the following results:

1) Combined fertilizer (24-0-24) resulted in high content of N, Ca, Mg,
Mn and B, while KNO3 increased K content.

2) Organic manure had a smaller effect on the sucker's mineral content
than did the chemical fertilizers; the highest concentrations were
found in suckers which received both KNO3 and organic manure.

3) Phosphorus - not yet in use under sprinkling - was apparently deficier
under drip irrigation conditions.

4) Antagonistic relationships were found between K/CaitMg, N/P, P/Zn,
and N/C1.

5) High correlation coefficients were found between yield and N, P, K,
Ca, Mg, Cl and Mn.

6) Sampling the third blade was found preferable for N, Cl, Ca and K
analyses, while the seventh petiole was preferable for P, Mg and Mn
determinations. The third vein was inferior to the blade and petiole
in all analyses except Mg, where it had a slight advantage.

7) N-NO3 analyses were often more reliable than nitrogen analyses.
Further research on this subject is required.



