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Optimization of fruit thinning of pomegranate
cultivars ‘Shani-Yonay’ and ‘P.G.128-29’

Irit Bar-Ya’akov, Kamel Hatib, Doron Holland / Unit of De-
ciduous Fruit Tree Science, Newe Ya'ar Research Center,
Agricultural Research Organization

Fruit thinning is an acceptable agrotechnical procedure in
many fruit cultures. Thinning is expected to increase fruit
quality and size, to reduce fruit susceptibility to pathogens
and to prevent weakening of the tree and damages to con-
sequent years. A mature pomegranate tree grown under
an intensive orchard regime can set hundreds of fruits in
solitary or clusters of fruits. Manual thinning of fruit clusters
is customary in pomegranate orchards for achieving regu-
lar fruits and for reducing contact areas between the fruits
making pest control more efficient. However, it is required to
optimize the extant of thinning in order to obtain high quality
fruit and profitable yield for each cultivar. The information
on the early sweet red pomegranate cultivars, especially
‘Shani-Yonay’ and ‘P.G.128-29’ (known as ‘Akko’) is still lim-
ited. In light of the fact that there are no publications about
controlled thinning of pomegranate and the doubts that thin-
ning beyond clusters is required, a preliminary study of fruit
thinning on ‘Shani-Yonay' and ‘P.G.128-29' was conducted
at Newe Ya'ar Research Center. In the two years experi-
ment, the effect of different thinning treatments on the size of
the fruit, its quality and yield was studied. The findings show
that a tree bearing 50 to 100 will increase size and color of
fruits. Nevertheless, for obtaining high quality commercial
pomegranate yield, thinning of these cultivars must leave
170 to 180 fruits per tree.
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