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EVENING PRIMROSE (OENOTHERA SP.), A NEW
MEDICINAL PLANT IN ISRAEL

D. Palevitch*, A. Levy* Zohara Yaniv*, E. Menagem?®,
Michal Barsilai*, Esther Aloni*, Y. Kleifeld**, H.
Bucsbaum**, A, Bergotti** and D. Ulmann***

Starting in 1977, cultural practices were developed for
commercial cultivation of two Oenothera spp. as raw materical
for the production of the seed oil. Oenothera seed oil contains a
high concentration of gammalinolenic acid, which enjoys
increasing popularity in curing and preventing chronic diseases
via its effect on prostaglandins biosynthesis.

In the coming season (fall, 1984—S5) approximately 100 ha of
Oenothera will be grown in commercial fields in Israel, mainly
in the southern region.

*  Dept. of Medicinal and Spice Crops, ARO, The Volcani
Center, Bet Dagan.

** Dept. of Weed Science, ARO, Newe Ya'ar.

*** Sha'ar HaNegev.




