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FRANKLINIELLA OCCIDENTALIS (THYSANOPTERA:
THRIPIDAE), AN INJURIOUS INTRUDER

Q. Argaman*, Z. Klein*, Y. Ben-Dov**, and Z. Mende|**

The western flower thrips F. occidentalis was introduced to
Israel in the first half of 1987, probably with chrysanthemum
buds from Western Europe. The pest has rapidly spread and
now occurs from lower Galilee to Northern Negev, mainly in
greenhouses. F. occidentalis biology, behavior and potentig]
junies are discussed. A shortened field guide to discriminate
between the western flower thripsand ¢
thrips in field crops (Heliothrips haemorrhoidalis Hercinothrips
Jemoralis, and Thrips tabaci) is given.
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