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EFFECT OF PLASTIC MULCH ON EARLINESS OF SWELT CORN FOR EXPORT

D, Palevitch and E. Menagem*

‘Plastic mulch hastened the development and maturity of sweet corn (cv. 'JUbileeU
Seed emergence, seedling development, male flowering, and silking were advanced on '
mulched plots, and as a consequence the harvest date was -advanced by 11 days. No
difference was found in yield or ear characteristics hetween the mulched and uncovered
plots., A large quantity of irrigation water was saved in the mulched plots as a result

of earliness and a decreased rate of evapotranspiration.

Growing high~quality sweet corn cultivars in particularly hot regions, under
plastic mulch, could lead to a significant earliness of the crop for export in the

early spring.

*Div, of Vegetable Crops, Agricultural Research Organization, The Volcani Center
Bet Dagan. ’




