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The tortricid moth Lobesia botrana is a key pest of vineyards and various
deciduous trees in Israel. The moth is prevalent over a wide area and it
breeds three to four generation in Israel. The damage to the grape yield
is twofold: direct damage by feeding larvae and indirect damage caused
by increased susceptibility of the berries to gray mold, Botrytis cinerea
(Fermaud and Le Menn, 1992). The pest is routinely controlled in table
and wine grapes using 10-12 chemical applications per season (Harari
etal., 2007).

In the last 10 years, the mating disruption control method has been ap-
plied against L. botrana in wine grapes in Israel, that resulted with a sig-
nificant reduction of insecticide applications (Gordon et al. 2003, 2005;
Harari et al. 2007a, 2007b). Natural enemies are abundant in mating
disruption treated vineyards and more than 50% of the first generation
larvae collected from buds and flowers were parasitized with Tachinid
flies and Ichneumonid wasps. M
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