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: R00T-KNOT NEMATODE IN
TON: A NEW AND

ECE,VASTATING PEST

orion*, O. Rosen**, A. Krolle,
D Nessim-Bistritskyee
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wd R

[n autumn 1979 cotton roots infested
h the root-knot nematode (Meloido-
¢ incognita) were found in the Hula
valley- During the 1980 cotton growing
ason, 3 survey was carried out in
which 12 root-knot-infested foci cove-
ing total area of ca. 500 ha were iden-
ified. So far. no infested cotton fields
 pave been found in other areas of Israel.
A study of infrared aenial photographs
showed that the nematode-infested pat-
ches have existed at least since 1977 and
that they have expanded at an annual
ate of 25—50%. Preliminary field expe-
_nments incorporating preplanting soil
fumigation with a mixture of ethylene
dibromide and chloropicrin reduced the
galling index of the roots and increased
‘the cotton yield considerably.
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