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The study describes the reassessment of the sex pherom-
one of the Lesser date moth, Batrachedra amydraula us-
ing feral females and applying our improved method of Se-
quential SPME-GCMS Analysis. The analysis revealed 13
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compounds that are emitted by females during the night. Field
trials indicated that only three components:, Z5-10:Ac, Z4,Z7-
10:Ac,Z5-10:0H in a ratio of 2:1:2 at a 1 mg dose are required
to achieve high catches of males in small sticky delta traps.
We found that there is no difference in catches in traps hung
at 2 or 12 m height. It seems that the adult moths fly probably
near the palm crown. A monitoring program with pheromone
traps and larvae inspections was conducted in date planta-
tions in the entire Arava valley in 2013. The results revealed
that this moth has at least 6 overlapping flight generations
starting in March and ending in October. In addition we found
a high positive linear correlation between the adult catches
and the larvae counts. Our results show that pheromone traps
could be used to assess the infestation in fruits. An increase in
the catch in the early spring is an indication for the growers to
consider application of control means. M
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