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SUMMARY

In Israel, peanuts are grown for human consumption and are mainly
marketed in the shell. A neat appearance of the shells is therefore essential.
Some of the peanuts, which come from clay-soil areas, arrive at the grading plants

contaminated with soil particles sticking to the shells.

Experiments were carried out in order to determine a suitable method for
removing the dirt by washing, followed by artificial drying. The washing process was
accomplished by rows of water jets from spray nozzles, aimed at a thin layef of
peanuts which moved on a continuous belt. The water Jjets were followed by a stream
of heated air, which dried the shells to their initial moisture content before they

dropped from the moving belt,

Removal of the dirt by this method considerably improved the grade of the
product without any detrimental effect upon the taste and appearance of the kernels.
The above washing and drying method, being a continuous process, can be easily

integrated into the movement of the product gt the grading plant.
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