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PLANTS?
o M. Zur*

is situated in an important part of the “fertile
., which is considered fhe cradle of agriculture. Many
-_‘i&pmﬂor crop plants which play an important role in
: w_p:oduclion have evolved in the region, e.g. wheat.
pﬂs chickpea. lentil, etc., as well as some fruit trees.
medicinal and spice plants. Similarly, some local varieties
ortant Crops have been bred by primitive agriculture in
erations. Like their relatives in the wild flora, they are
jnvaluable source of genetic variablility for drought
= earliness, and resistance to diseases.
 Since in recent years we have witnessed the rapid erosion
‘_m‘of important genetic material, without being able to
ate it or use it in breeding programmes, an Israel Gene
“for Agricultural Crops was established.
 Jis main fields of activity are:
_ introduction of new crops and improved material, and
integration in Israeli agriculture;
eration with appropriate research units in evaluating
selecting breeding material from introductions;
the possibilities of developing wild species into
or cultivation; e ,
nding the genetic_,' ) -:xisting agricultural crops;
ation of plant material in good condition for
generations; : 5
of genetic material with many research
throughout the wold. :

Gene Bank for agricultural crops.
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