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The Sclerotinia Rot Disease of Vegetables
by Dr. I. Reichert.

A description is given of the rot disease caused by Sclero-
tinia sclerotiorum (Lib.) Massee. In Palestine, this fungus attacks
the Irish potato, lettuce, cabbage, and in a severe form the
tomato and eggplant. The cultivation of vegetables in the
Jordan valley is seriously endangered by this disease. A de-
scription follows of the organism causing the rot and the con-
ditions under which it develops. The early winter tomatoes
and eggplants are more subject to severe attacks, for those planted
in September are less subject to the attack than those planted
in October and November. In those latter the disease manifests
itself in a wilting of the stem (See Fig. 1, p. 2), which becomes
hollow and filled with the sclerotia of the fungus (See Fig. 2,
p. 3). In the tomatoes, the fruit also becomes infested and
rotten. In addition to vegetables, fruit trees, such as bananas
and citrus are attacked by this fungus. As measures of control,
field sanitation, crop rotation, furrow irrigation and selection
of seed origin are given.
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