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Bottom Machine Picking of Cotton in Compare to Full Picking
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(Preliminary Report)

N. Levav, R. Feller, N. Zamir

S UMMARY

Bottom machine picking of cotton was conducted 18 days
before the full picking. Both were compared in 8 blocks in one
field. Results did not show difference in yield or in lint
quality between the two harvesting methods. Opened bolls percent
after defoliation showed that harvesting in botn methods could
have been conducted earlier.

Foreign material was significantly higher in the bottom
picked cotton although the difference was small,

The damage caused by the various components of the high
clearence mounted sprayer used for defoliation was evaluated
through loss of secd-cotton on the ground. Loss of green un opened
bolls was negligable. Secd-cotton loss on the ground before the
first harvest was significantly lower in the bottom picked rows
and therefore the total loss on the ground was significantly lower
in compare to the full picking. The loss caused by the tractor
wheels was significantly higher than the loss caused by the
sprayer vertical booms.

There was no difference betwecen the loss caused by the
vertical booms and the lcss caused by small blower sprayers

orerated above the rows.
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