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2003 — 2000 -77D “nWwna” (1985) O
2. Whitaker T.M., G.N. Davis (1962). Cucurbits, World
’l Crop Series. Edited bv N. Polunin, 250 pp.
f

EFFECTS OF WASHING AND DRYING OF CUCURBIT
SEEDS AT HARVEST ON THEIR IMMEDIATE
/ GERMINABILITY

H. Nerson, H.S. Paris, M. Edelstein, R. Zohar, A. Govers and
Y. Burger*

Seeds of cucumber (cv Bet Alfa), winter squash (cv.
Vegetable Spaghetti), muskmelon (cv. Noy Yizre'el) and
Waterme|op (cv. Sugar Baby) were harvested from fruits
fanging in age from 21—54 days after anthesis. Fermented
Steds of cucumber, muskmelon and watermelon and non-
ferme[ed seeds of winter squash were handled with or without
: minUIes of washing and with or without 48 hours of air
dry'“g before being subjected to germination testing at 25°C
" 7 days in the dark. Germination percentage of seeds
! arvested from ripe fruits (49—54 days) was not affected either
/ y Washing or by drying. The rate of germination of these seeds
. Was accelerated in muskmelon and inhibited in winter squash
: myarizzji";g-bGenpination percetage gnd rate wcrc;) incr‘ela]sticrl
» Yy drying but not by wasing of cucumber, Wi
- Muash and muskmelon seeds harvested form unripe fruits

- (B days).

\

%
Department of Vegetable Crops, Agricultural Research
‘8anization, Newe Ya'ar Experiment Station, P.O. Haifa.
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